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MESSAGE FROM THE 

chair and the editor 
 

Welcome to the Black History Month 
2021 edition of Kaleidoscope. Here at 
SACCO, we’ve been busy organizing 
BHM events reflecting the range of 
cultural and historical contributions 
made by African, Caribbean and Black 
British people. Our Trustee Mic Lord’s 
play Dorothee, exploring the lives of 
Africans in Sutton in the 1700s, will debut 
at the Cryerarts Theatre on Saturday 
23rd October, whilst Africa's Kings & 
Queens will provide youngsters aged 4-
9 with the opportunity to explore African 
dress and Djembe music. We are 
especially looking forward to welcoming 
author Dorothy Koomson, who will be 
reading for us in October from her latest 
novel. All members of the community are 
welcome at our events – visit 
sacco.org.uk for further information.   
 

In the meantime, in this issue of 
Kaleidoscope, Graham leads the tributes 
to the late Jamaican musician producer 
and general icon Lee ‘Scratch’ Perry, 
whilst SACCO’s Cleo and Gabby review 
their post-lockdown theatre experiences. 
You can test your general knowledge of 
African & Caribbean culture and history 
in our quizzes, while local chef Kardar 
Challenger is on hand to provide recipes 
for Caribbean drinks to help with your 
BHM celebrations…Cheers!  
 

Cleo Douglas & Ellen Carpenter               
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Dub & Reggae MUSIC legends  

Lee “Scratch” Perry 1936-2021 
Graham Hedley leads the tributes to the pioneering 

Jamaican musician and producer 
 

Rainford Hugh Perry (b 20 
March 1936) died on 29th 
August 2021 of an 
unspecified illness. Better 
known as Lee “Scratch” 
Perry, Pipecock Jackson and 
The Upsetter (Scratch and 
The Upsetter after two of his 
most famous tracks), he was 
a pioneering Jamaican record 
producer and singer, noted 
for his innovative studio 
techniques and production 
style. 
   
Starting out with little formal 
education - he later said “I 
went to school...I learned 
nothing at all. Everything I 
have learned has come from 
nature” - he worked for 
Clement “Coxsone” Dodd, the 
influential record producer 
and owner of the Downbeat 
Sound System, then for Joe 
Gibbs and his Amalgamated 
Records.    
 
With his own band The Upsetters, Perry had an international hit in 1969 
with Return of Django (no. 5 in the UK charts).  This was an early reggae 
hit, but not the first. Perry’s 1968 single People Funny Boy was noted for 
its fast-chugging beat, that would come to be known as reggae: the 
record sold 60,000 copies in Jamaica alone.   
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Perry built his own studio, The 
Black Ark, in his back garden. 
There he recorded and produced 
such artists as Bob Marley & the 
Wailers, Junior Murvin and Max 
Romeo. His productions became 
more lavish, and he developed his 
own unique sound, even though 
he used basic recording 
equipment. Paul Douglas of Toots 
& the Maytals said of him: “Scratch 
had a particular sound and 
everybody was fascinated by his 
sound. He had this way of putting 
things together…it influenced a lot 
of people.”    
 
A fallow period followed, from 
1978 until 1984, but his creative 
powers returned when he gave up 
alcohol and cannabis. He was known for blowing cannabis smoke into 
the microphone, so that “the weed gets into the record,” but said later 
that he wanted to see “if it was the smoke making the music or Lee Perry 
making the music. I found out that it was me and that I don’t need to 
smoke.”    
 
Later he collaborated with rock musician Andrew WK, the experimental 
pop band Animal Collective and the Austrian dub band Dubblestandart, 
(Who knew there WAS an Austrian dub band?). He produced albums for 
The Orb, Pura Vida, Daniel Boyle and the New York collective The 
Subatomic Sound System.   His music has been featured in the video 
game Grand Theft Auto V. Films have been made about him; one of 
them used film of Perry and the Upsetters taken over a period of 15 
years.    
 
His death at the age of 85 ends a career filled with innovation and 
eccentricity, a career that has spread the influence of reggae music 
across the world.  
 

He leaves a widow and their two children, and four other children.   

 
Performing in the late 1990s 
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DRESS LIKE ROYALTY… 
Saturday 23rd October 2021 10.00am-4pm 

Sutton Library 
visit sacco.org.uk  
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Theatre review 

J’Ouvert  
by Cleo Douglas   

 

Cleo reflects on a play that resonates with social issues in 
both the past and the present, and shows that, in the final 
analysis, history is always in the process of being made.   

 

J'ouvert is a traditional festival 
known as "break day" or the 
unofficial start of Carnival, which 
takes place the Monday before 
Ash Wednesday. The festival, 
believed to have its origins in 
Trinidad and Tobago, traditionally 
begins at 2 AM and continues 
until mid-morning on Monday. 
   
As we emerge from lockdown, I 
felt the need to be in a celebratory 
mood and hear and feel the vibes 
of music other than from my 
Spotify account. With the Notting 
Hill Carnival cancelled for a 
second year running, I started to 
trawl the internet to see what else 
- if anything - would or could come 
close to replacing it. To my 
delight, I came across J’ouvert 

playing at the Harold Pinter Theatre written by Yasmin Joseph (pictured).  

 
As I took my seat in a socially distanced theatre with music playing in 
the background, I looked around at the mask covered audience and 
started to wonder why on earth would I venture out into this strange new 
world that we now live in.  
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Then the lights dim, it’s showtime. It’s 
set to the backdrop of Notting Hill 
Carnival 2017, just weeks after the 
Grenfell Fire. The story centres 
around three girls. Nadine (Gabrielle 
Brooks), who wants to win a Soca 
dance competition and its top prize of 
a magazine shoot and all-expenses 
paid trip to St Lucia, is from a strong 
Christian family who disapprove of 
her career choice. Jade (Sapphire 
Joy) is vocal about the gentrification 
of Notting Hill and is preparing a 
speech for the carnival with the help 
of her friend Nisha (Annice Boparai), 
a gay rich Asian who lives in Holland 
Park. The music is by Zuyanne 
Russell, who drops classic socca 
tunes like ‘Nanny Wine’ and ‘Cent 
Five Cent Ten Cent Dollar.’ The 
stage is a huge revolving subwoofer 
speaker, where the girls dance to the music blasting out.  
 

The girls re-enact the shenanigans of the night and recall memories of 
ancestors past, notably Claudia Jones, the founder of carnival, who 
appears to Nadine when she is in confrontation with others. Claudia 
always brings her back to her roots and tells her to keep the spirit alive. 
They describe what it’s like to be in the crush of the crowds trying to jump 
up, and they show the dance movements that prevent men from trying 
to take advantage of their skimpy clothing in a close confined space.  
 

The girls touch on all aspects of being a black person growing up in 
England, and of the early days of the carnival when revellers were 
beaten with police truncheons and London signs read No Blacks, No 
Dogs, No Irish. Jade recollects How she and her brother was split up 
from their mother and taken by a white lady who wondered whether she 
should take them into her home. The cultural divide is stark when they 
describe how they live on the same street, yet a million miles apart.   
 

The description of passers-by and the food served on the streets at the 
helped me relive my own carnival experiences of yesteryears. Nadine 

 
Image: Shutterstock 
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and Jade took me back when they played two old men selling flags and 
whistles and busting jokes - the typical village elders who look out for the 
youngsters. Nish appears in front of them drunk; they attempt to offer 
her help, but she turns them down before they even finish their sentence. 
I laughed when they said ‘talking to big people like dem a size’, which 
reminded me of something my own mother and grandfather would say. 
A conversation ensues between the two generations about belonging 
and home and there is a moving tribute to Kelso Cochrane, stabbed to 
death by white men in 1959 - a black man who thought he was living the 
dream life. They talk of dark times, of the struggles black people 
endured, and how it took a woman like Claudia Jones, to say enough is 
enough. And that is how the carnival was born.  
 

The hip gyrations hold no bounds until Nadine freezes during her Soca 
competition, calling out to her ancestors to help her get her groove back. 
But the one time she needs Claudia Jones the most, Claudia fails to 
appear.  
 

The girls argue about their differences when referring to Grenfell; how 
they live is so different to Nish, who makes it very clear that her life is 
not easy, and she doesn’t go around with her eyes closed, and knows 
why they put black and brown people above the 4th floor. The girls huddle 
together; the silence is deafening. A chill runs down my spine as we 
remember those who died in Grenfell Tower.  
 

There is an altercation when the boys again make advances at Nadine, 
and this time Jade lashes out. Nish reminds her that she is better than 
that. They are brought down by other revellers and arrested. Jade stands 
up and takes the mic. ‘Enough is enough!’ she shouts. ‘Women are to 
be free to wear what they like and speak out and say what they like. Stop 
building moats but build bridges…bring the community together.’ Her 
words resonated so much, especially in the light of the Sarah Everard 
case. It’s what I’ve seen and heard time and time again. Considering this 
play premiered in 2019 little has changed in the way women are seen 
and treated, as well as how the rich and poor gap is widening further.  
 

J’ouvert was an exhilarating welcome back to the theatre. It was a shame 
that I went towards the end of the run as I would love to have seen it 
again. I was fortunate enough to meet Yasmin Joseph on the night - such 
a delightful and humble person to talk to. I’m looking forward to seeing 
what she writes next.  
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Advertising Feature: Business & the Caribbean 

Windrush Bay 
 

 

Windrush Bay has delivered authentic Caribbean foods and drinks to 
customers nationwide since 2008. We bring the 
quintessentially Caribbean flavour to your door with our selection of 
quality groceries, gifts, wellness products and delightful tropical 
fruit and veg boxes available on subscription. 
 
The business was founded by Joanne 
Crossley, who has a passion for all 
things, with Bradley Henderson joining 
as Marketing Director in 2014. It is a 
tribute to Joanne and Bradley's parents 
and the generation of 
Caribbean pioneers who settled in 
the UK after the Second World 
War, bringing their vibrant culture 
and cuisine with them. Whether you 
fancy a refreshing fruity platter for breakfast, or are planning a 
Caribbean cook-up, take a look at the range of products we have for 
you. Check out our special offers too - visit www.windrushbay.com 

 

  MEET THE AUTHOR 

 I know what  

 you’ve done 
 DOROTHY KOOMSON 
  Join us online to hear renowned  
  author Dorothy Koomson  
  read from her latest novel. 
 

  Weds 6th October (eve) 
  Tickets just £3.50   
  Visit sacco.org.uk 
  Funded by Community Action, Sutton 
  

 
All your Caribbean favourites!  
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Saturday 23rd October 2021 10.00am-4pm 
Sutton Library 

visit sacco.org.uk 
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Farewell Leicester Square 
BHM Heroes: Joseph Clough  

SACCO’s Gabby, Deborah and Ellen pay tribute to Joe Clough, 
London’s first black bus driver 

 

This is a story of black contributions to 
Britain…Born in Kingston, Jamaica, in 1887, 
Joe Clough became Britain’s first black bus 
driver in 1910, having trained with the 
General Omnibus Carriage at Shepherd’s 
Bush. Later, following training at Kempston 
barracks in Bedford, Joe saw service with the 
ambulance corps on the Western front 
between 1915 and 1919. After demobilising, 
Joe settled in Bedford with his Scottish wife, 
Margaret, where they raised their two 
daughters, and by the 1920s, he had returned 
to service with the National Omnibus 
Company, this time in Bedford. Joe did not 
forget the war; on commemoration days he 
drove his bus decorated with poppies. With the transition to motor 
vehicles relatively new in this period, Joe’s place in history is as both 
Britain’s first black bus driver in Britain and as part of the first generation 
of motor vehicle workers that made public transport what it is today.  
 

Well-liked wherever he went, and not one to take racist comments lying 
down (he once cuffed a youth for making them), Joe’s life has been of 
interest to historians, writers and anyone interested in the migrant 
experience since the 1970s. Recently, London-born Abe Gibson, poet-
in-residence at the London Transport Museum, wrote a musical about 
his life called Farewell Leicester Square. SACCO’s Gabby went along to 
see it. She says, ‘I thought it was a wonderful and humorous insight into 
his life. The portrayal of the long & tedious journey by ship & the struggle 
of working in Britain, even during wartime when the aid that was needed 
was at an all-time high, allowed us to understand his troubles and smile 
at the high points in his life. It ensured that the sacrifices many African 
and Caribbean people made in order to seek new opportunities, and the 
history of Black Britain, will never be forgotten.’ Thank you, Mr. Clough! 
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Our Mother, by Grayson Perry  
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ARTBOX 
WE LOVE…GRAYSON PERRY! 

Deborah Bell is enjoying the work of the flamboyant artist.  
 
I love this postcard (photographed by 
Stephen White) which I’ve placed on my 
fridge door. It’s by the artist Grayson Perry 
whom I knew very little about, apart from 
the fact that he occasionally wears female 
apparel, makeup, wigs and is married to a 
woman called Philippa. 
 

Since stumbling upon this statue and 
purchasing the postcard as a memento at 
the Serpentine Gallery pre-lockdown, I 
have developed a growing interest in him.  
 

This work is entitled Our Mother and is made from cast iron, oil paint, 
string and cloth. It is 84.5 x 65 x 65 cm - a sizeable piece of work. The 
Mother is clearly African and is carrying the weight of human needs on 
her shoulders including a thin child. 
  

My interpretation upon seeing this for the first time was highly symbolic; 
it showed Grayson’s acknowledgement of Africa and Black women as 
the original Eve or Lucy, as a source of resilience, responsibility, and the 
sacrifices she makes for humankind. I remember that she was placed 
prominently in the centre of one of the rooms and I wondered why he 
chose an African woman to be his focus. 
 

I have since avidly watched Grayson’s Art Club programme on Channel 
4, where he invited people of all ages, ethnicities and abilities to create 
art forms using various media during lockdown.  Some were then 
selected for exhibition in Manchester. I didn’t particularly enjoy art at 
school, but he seemed to be making it less stuffy and a little more 
democratic, global and accessible. This only endeared him to me more.  
 

I am also dipping into his book “The Descent of Man” - an investigation 
and commentary about modern masculinity. Grayson Perry - respect! 
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African Caribbean servants in Sutton 

 

A precarious life. 
 

The possibility  

of freedom. 
 

Dorothee  

in the  

eighteenth  

century 

a play 
 

 

 

 

 

 

cryerarts theatre,  

Carshalton, Sm5 3BB 

23rd October 2021 7pm 

Tickets £10.00 
Visit sacco.org.uk 
brought to you by 

sacco & FiveAside theatre 
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book Reviews 

The Vanishing Half 
Deborah reviews Brit Bennett’s latest novel 

 
“Lord", Lou said.  “I never seen a child that black before." 

 
This work of fiction is about a set 
of twins and the role their 
daughters play in constructing a 
reconciliation of sorts. Some of 
the themes do require mature 
understanding; the book 
references Alzheimer’s, domestic 
violence, shadism within Black 
communities, structural racism 
towards African Americans and 
gender reassignment. Set over 
the course of 20 odd years, it tells 
of the emotional consequences 
of its character Stella, who 
decides to “pass” due to her 
European appearance in 
order “to be free" - and the impact 
this act causes on her 
psychology, family and puzzled 
twin sister. 

 
I found that the novel started off at a pace but increasingly “dragged” as 
it twisted and turned - making the daughters of Stella and Desiree Vignes 
(Kennedy & Jude respectively) the evolving protagonists. 
  
I found little humour but a great degree of passion in the writing. An 
engrossing read but one I was glad to finally finish due to the number of 
conflicted characters involved.  
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Available from most pharmacies in Sutton. 
Regular rapid testing is part of our defence against Covid-19.  

Find out how to get home testing kits at 
www.sutton.gov.uk/communitytesting 

 
 

http://www.sutton.gov.uk/communitytesting
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sport 

Come on the U’s! 
 
 

Sutton United’s home debut ended in 
disappointment…but let’s not write them off yet. 
Graham updates us on the U’s league promotion 

 
On Saturday 28th August 2021, 
Sutton United played their first-
ever home game in the Football 
League, following their 
promotion from the National 
League last season. The U’s 
had to have a new pitch laid 
during the summer, so their 
home debut was delayed until 
the fourth match of the season.    
 
United took the lead after an 
hour through David Ajiboye, but 
Oldham Athletic equalised with 
only two minutes left.   In the 
sixth minute of stoppage time 
Junior Luamba scored a late 
goal to give Oldham the win, 
and their first points of the 
season.    
 
Sutton find themselves at the foot of the League Two table, with two 
points from four games, draws with Salford City and Scunthorpe United, 
and defeats by Forest Green Rovers and Oldham. They have also lost 
to Cardiff City in the EFL Cup, but then Cardiff are ninth in the 
Championship, 63 places above Sutton in the football pyramid.    
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Five games, two points: not a good start to the season, but it’s worth 
noting that both Forest Green and Oldham scored their winning goals in 
stoppage time. Both defeats have also been by only one goal: Sutton 
may have lost, but they haven’t been embarrassed.    

 
Don’t write Sutton 
United off yet – the 
season runs until 
May, and they still 
have 42 games left 
to play. As well as 
that they haven’t 
started their FA Cup 
campaign yet, and 
we all remember 
how that went in 
2017, don’t we?  
You don’t?  That 
year, Sutton joined 
in the competition at 
the 4th Round 
Qualifying, and 
defeated Forest 
Green Rovers 2-1, 
then Dartford (6-3 
away) in the 1st 
round.  After that, it 
was one ‘giant-
killing’ after another.  Sutton, then in the National League (the fifth tier), 
beat Cheltenham Town (fourth tier) 2-1, AFC Wimbledon (third tier) 3-1 
in a replay, Leeds United (second tier) 1-0.   In the 5th Round they faced 
Arsenal (first tier) and went down 2-0. This was only the ninth time since 
1945 that a club from outside the Football League had reached the 5th 
Round.    

 
Sutton may be bottom of the League – for the moment – but there is still 
a lot to look forward to. This historic season for Sutton United still has a 
long way to go.    
 
 

  
 

Goal…happy goal scorer  Harry Beautyman 
Gets a hug from Tom Bolarinwa at the Hartlepool 

match in early August. Image: Shutterstock. 
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Learn to play the Djembe 
Saturday 23rd October 2021 10.00am-4pm 

Sutton Library 
visit sacco.org.uk  
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COOKING WITH KARDAR 
Raise Your Glasses to BHM!  

Guava and Yoghurt Punch 
     

 
Shutterstock image 

  

Ingredients (serves 4 to 6) 

• 225g (8oz) fresh guava 

• 600ml (1pt) plain yoghurt 

• 300ml (½pt) tonic water 

• 2tsp lemon or lime juice 

• sugar to taste 

• cucumber slices to decorate 

 
Method 

• Peel and quarter the guava and remove the coarse seeds in the 
centre. Place it in a blender or food processor with the yoghurt. 
Process until smooth, then pour into a jug. 

• Add the tonic water, lemon or lime juice, and sugar to taste. 
Serve well chilled. Decorate with cucumber. 
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COOKING WITH KARDAR 
Raise Your Glasses to BHM!  

Jamaican Rumba 
 

 
Image: Shutterstock.  
 

Ingredients (serves 3 to 4) 

• 60ml (4tbsp) white rum 

• 300ml (½pt) milk 

• 60ml (4tbsp) coconut milk 

• 5cm (2in) slice fresh pineapple, skin removed 

• 1 small banana, peeled 

• 2tsp honey 

• crushed ice to serve 

• sliced pineapple to decorate 

• sliced banana to decorate 
 

Method 
• Place all the ingredients, except the ice and garnishes, in a 

blender or food processor and process until smooth. Taste and 
add extra rum, if desired. 

• Serve chilled with crushed ice and decorate each glass with 
sliced banana and pineapple. 
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Celebrating  
Windrush Heritage 
Visit www.windrushgenerationbtn.com 
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black History Month Quizzes 

Game, set and match 
 

Flags of Africa: Match the Country to the Flag 
 

Countries: Angola, Ghana, Kenya, Ethiopia, Sierra Leone, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
 

 
 

 
 

Words of Wisdom: match the quote with the person 
 

Person: Haile Selassie, Nina Simone, Kwame Nkrumah, Nelson 
Mandela, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, Claudia Jones.    
 

1) ‘I learned that courage was not the absence of fear but the 
triumph over it. The brave man is not he who does not feel afraid, 
but he who conquers his fear.’ 

2) ‘Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things 
that matter.’  

3) ‘An artist's duty, as far as I'm concerned, is to reflect the times.’ 
4) ‘Leadership does not mean domination. The world is always well 

supplied with people who wish to rule and dominate others.’ 
5) ‘I am not African because I was born in Africa, but because Africa 

was born in me.’ 
6) ‘Loving your child also means respecting him as a person. Treat 

him with the same courtesy as would a friend.’ 
7) ‘Each person must live their life as a model for others.’ 
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 Black History Month Quizzes 

Innovators, Pioneers & firsts 

 
1) First woman of African American heritage to win 

an Oscar in 1940? 
2) Arnaldo Tamayo Méndez was the first man of 

African (and Cuban) heritage to do what in 
1980? 

3) First woman PM in the Caribbean?    
4) Which barber shop comedy became the first 

Black British sitcom? 
5) A contemporary musician with 250m sales, 9 

Grammy Awards, 13 American Music Awards, 
12 Billboard Music Awards, and six Guinness 
World Records...who is she? 

6) Who is the most nominated black male actor at 
the Oscars (at a whopping 8 times)? 

7) African American author of Beloved who won 
the Nobel Prize for Literature? 

8) The first black British footballer to score a 
hattrick for England, in a 9-0 victory over 
Luxembourg (!) and still holds Watford’s records 
for the most goals in their club history? 

9) Britain’s first black bus driver (see article)? 
10) The first grime album in history to reach no. 1 in 

the album charts?  

 
 

 

Answers: Flags First row L to R: Ghana, Ethiopia, Angola; Second row L 
to R: Sierra Leone, Kenya, DRC. Words of Wisdom 1) Nelson Mandela; 2) 
MLK; 3) Nina Simone; 4) Haile Selassie; 5) Kwame Nkrumah, first PM of 

Ghana; 6) Claudia Jones; 7) Rosa Parks. History Music & Culture: 1) 
Hattie McDaniel; 2) enter space; 3) Dame Mary Eugenia Charles, 

Dominica, 1980-1995 4) Desmond’s; 5) Rihanna; 6) Denzil Washington; 7) 
Toni Morrison; 8) Luther Blissett; 9) Joseph Clough; 10) Gang Signs & 

Prayer by Stormzy. Quizzes by Ellen.  
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Sacco  

The Inside Back Cover Story 
 

 

Sutton African & Caribbean Cultural Organisation grew out of Sutton’s 
Black History Group, founded by Veronica Fritzon, and was awarded 
official status by the Charity Commission in 2019.  
 

Our charity educates and entertains the community from an African and 
Caribbean perspective and decreases social isolation through our 
regular social activities and events including our annual Caribbean 
Independence Dance and programmes and activities throughout the 
year.   
 

Every other week outside of 
lockdown older and wiser residents 
can enjoy our popular ‘Friendship 
Fridays’ which include games, 
walks and a delicious 
Caribbean/African themed meal.   
 

Equally important to us is the 
wellbeing of young people & 
children, and our activities have 
included our ASAB funded 
lockdown Butterfly project, 
mentoring and our acclaimed 
STEM and coding projects. 
Kaleidoscope promotes British, 
African & Caribbean culture, 
history and politics, and helps new 
writers to develop their creative 
talents.    
 

For further information on us, to 
join our mailing lists, subscribe to 
Kaleidoscope and to support our 
mission, please visit us at 
sacco.org.uk 

 
 

Our current chair, Cleo Douglas 
 

 
The SACCO Team, past & present  

 

 

http://www.sacco.org.uk/
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